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is dead as from today. He lives to no purpose. He has poisoned himself
by his own hand. Physical death is to be preferred to such social death.
He would have enjoyed undying fame if he had been killed in an accident
at Germiston before the critical moment when he entrained for Natal
But fate decreed otherwise. Having meanly betrayed the people of
Germiston, his community, himself and his family, he has fled like a
coward in fear of imprisonment. Even now we pray to God to show
him the right path.

We have used bitter words, but in our heart there is compassion
for him. It would be cruel to hide his fault. There would have been
no need to publicize his faults if we had not extolled his virtues.

. We still need to retain the image of Ram Sundar before our eyes.
With that image before us, we should pray constantly, 'Q Khuda-Ishwar,
save us from Ram Sundays fate. Do not give us only the semblance
of courage. Keep us on the right path till the end/ Whenever anyone
has unworthy thoughts, let the memory of Ram Sundar startle him into
self-contempt and let him turn to God in prayer. We frighten children
saying, "Look! Demon!" We should think of Ram Sundar as a demon,
and guard ourselves against being possessed by it.

Indians have a long way to go yet. It has been given to us to witness
the farce by Ram Sundar early in the campaign. We ought to be grateful
to him for that,

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-1-1908

3.   THE DTE HAS SET*
In the Transvaal the campaign has now begun. So far the two
sides have only been storing up ammunition. The bugle has sounded,
calling Indians to wake up and mount a ceaseless vigil. This is a struggle
which the gods themselves may well come down to watch. For we
believe the Indian cause to be God's own, and the Government's that
of the Devil. Ramchandraji could defeat the ten-headed Ravan with
an army of monkeys because he had right on his side. The Indians
are in. the right; we therefore pledge our word that they will defeat
the many-headed monster which the Government is, provided, of course,
they remain truthful, courageous and united.
Only cowards will take fright at the thought of what will happen
because the Imperial Government has approved the Immigration Act,
We had hoped, it is true, for support from the Imperial Government,
1 A literal rendering of the Gujarat! expression which would here mean that
csvents are poised for a climax